Language & Neuroimaging: PSYC 526A
SPRING 2009, Thu 2-4 PM, 608 Psychology Building
Susan Garnsey

OFFICE: 810 Psychology, 2141 Beckman   (Office Hours: By appointment)






PHONE:  244-1120





EMAIL:  sgarnsey@psych.illinois.edu

READINGS: 

For the most part, you’ll choose what we read. Anything that fits under the Language & Neuroimaging title is fair game.  Please let me know your reading choices by class time the week before you’re due to present about them. Many neuroimaging papers in journals like Neuroimage, Neuroreport, Human Brain Mapping, and Nature Neuroscience are very short. If you want to present one of those, you should choose an additional related reading to present as well. One of the readings should be a recent report of empirical work, but the other can be older and can provide background on the methods.
For journal articles that we have electronic access to, I’ll expect you to get them yourself. For book chapters or articles in journals we don’t have electronic access to, I’ll scan them and put a pdf file at www.psych.uiuc.edu/~sgarnsey/psych526a. I’ll also update the list of readings so far and put that there as well.
COURSE STRUCTURE:

This course will be structured as a seminar. I would like to include at least one presentation on each of the following methods: electroencephalography (EEG), magnetoencephalography (MEG), event-related potentials (ERP), functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI), some version of optical imaging, and transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS). If you want to know something about other techniques, suggest them. I know varying amounts about these methodologies and I’m planning to present some background about each technique. Sometimes there will be a helpful review chapter available, but not always. My goal is to make us all more informed consumers of neuroimaging work related to language, as well as to learn about recent results using these methods. 
We’ll start with something fairly hard. In the second class, I will present some work measuring EEG synchronization during language tasks because I want to learn more about it myself. I’ve only understood a fraction of what I’ve read so far in this area, so don’t be alarmed in you find the readings on this topic hard to understand.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Everyone should read the articles chosen for each week, and send at least one question about them to psych526a@psych.illinois.edu by 10pm the night before class.
For 2 credit hours, you’ll also give one in-class presentation 

For 4 credit hours, you’ll also give two in-class presentations 
The in-class presentations should be prepared something like a conference talk - you should either give everyone a concise handout or use a projector, or both. If you use a handout, it should be no longer than 2 pages printed on both sides. (You can consult me about what to include and how to explain things, if you want.)  You should try to address in your presentation the questions your classmates send about the readings. 

